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In like manner the Catholic Church has been accustomed Resem-
to bring before its followers in a visible form the death and J^^^
resurrection of the Redeemer.    Such sacred dramas are well ceremonies
fitted to impress the lively imagination and to stir the warm cauloiic
feelings of a susceptible southern race, to whom the pomp Church to
and pageantry of Catholicism  are more congenial than to 0fCAdoni&
the   colder  temperament   of the   Teutonic peoples.     The
solemnities observed in  Sicily on Good Friday, the official
anniversary of the Crucifixion, are thus described by a native
Sicilian writer.    " A truly moving ceremony is the procession
which always takes place in the evening in every commune
of Sicily, and further the Deposition from the Cross,    The
brotherhoods took part in the procession, and the rear was
brought  up  by a great  many boys and girls representing
saints, both male and female, and carrying the emblems of
Christ's   Passion.    The    Deposition   from   the   Cross  was
managed by the priests.    The coffin with the dead Christ
in it was flanked by Jews armed with swords, an object of
horror   and   aversion   in   the  midst of the   profound pity
excited by the sight not only of Christ but of the Mater
Dolorosa, who followed behind him.     Now and then the
'mysteries' or  symbols  of the Crucifixion went in front
Sometimes   the   procession   followed   the  'three   hours  of
agony' and the ' Deposition from the Cross.'    The ' three
hours' commemorated those which Jesus Christ passed upon
the Cross.    Beginning at the eighteenth and ending at the
twenty - first   hour   of   Italian time   two   priests   preached
alternately  on the  Passion.    Anciently the sermons were
delivered in the open air on the place called the Calvary: at
last, when the third hour was about to strike, at the words
sg.    The writer compares these cere-     See R. A. Arnold, From tht Levant
monies with the Eleusinian rites.    But     (London, 1868), pp. 251 sq., 259 sq.
I   agree with  Mr. R.  Wiinsch   (Das     So in the Church of the Holy Sepulchre
Friihlingsfest der Insel Malta, pp. 49     at Jerusalem the death and burial of
sq.} that the resemblance to the Adonis     Christ are acted over a life-like effigy,
festival  is  still closer.    Compare V.      See Henry Maundrell, Journey from
Dorsa,   La   tradizione   Greco-Latina     Aleppo to Jerusalem at Easter\ JLD.
negli usi e nelle credenzt popolari della     1697,  Fourth  Edition (Perth,  1800),
Calabria CUeriore, pp.  49 sqt    Prof.      pp.   no sqq. \   *#.,  in Th.  Wrighfi
Wachsmuth's    description    seems   to     Early Travels in Palestine (London,
apply to Athens.    In the country dis-      1848), pp. 443-445-
tricts the ritual is apparently similar.